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Engaging as a citizen is becoming informed and acting to make impact in small and large ways 
 

UNDERSTANDING 
Students will understand... 

ABILITIES AND SKILLS 
Students will be able to... 

DISPOSITIONS 
Students will be... 

U 1. Students will understand the 
structure and processes of multiple 
communities, governments, and 
organizations 
- know rights and responsibilities 

of citizens 
- know laws and limitations 
  
U 2. Students will understand the 
complexity of local and global 
issues: 
- recognize injustice 
- be aware of underlying causes 

of problems 
- describe the historical context 

of an issue 
- connect past to present  
 
U 3. Students will understand 
interconnectedness: 
- -knows the similarities and 

differences between groups of 
people 

- -articulate local and/or global 
perspectives 

 
 
 

AS 1. Students will be able to do 
research: 
- ask questions 
- evaluate resources 
- examine different perspectives 
  
AS 2. Students will be able to 
collaborate: 
- listen to and consider others 

ideas 
- handle discord responsibly 
- work towards a common goal 
 
AS 3. Students will be able to plan 
for action: 
- imagine possibilities 
- assess options for action 
- differentiate between charity 

and problem solving 
- find a starting point 
- justify actions 
- plan for short- and long-term 

action 
- articulate sustainable solutions 
  
AS 4. Reflect 
- articulate value and passions 
- identify own strengths and 

struggles 
- - set goals and monitor them 

D1. Students will be empowered:   
- sincerely interested in helping 

others beyond personal gain 
- concerned about the future 
- take ownership and 

responsibility 
  
D2. Students will show empathy: 
- respect for diversity 
- connect to self and others 
- able to step into someone else’s 

shoes 
- not seeing others as “less than” 
  
D3. Students will be 
persistent/show grit: 
- use failure as opportunity for 

revision and next steps 
- don’t take no for an answer 
- firmness of spirit or belief 
- display courage when met with 

challenge or adversity  
 

 
 
 


